

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 06-SSC-01
National Environmental Policy Act; Finding of No Significant Impact; Visitor/Education Center at NASA Stennis Space Center
AGENCY:  National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

ACTION:  Finding of No Significant Impact

SUMMARY:  Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and NASA's policy and procedures (14 CFR Subpart 1216.3), NASA has made a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with respect to the proposed construction and operation of a Visitor/Education Center near NASA Stennis Space Center.  The Visitor/Education Center would house indoor and outdoor displays that highlight the advanced science, technology, and engineering activities that occur daily at the Stennis Space Center, and would include exhibits for NASA and SSC resident agencies.  It would be dedicated to encouraging young people to aspire to become scientists, mathematicians and engineers and to take up the important work of exploration.  It would also serve to enhance science literacy among the general public.    

DATE:  Comments in response to this notice must be received in writing by NASA no later than September 15, 2006.

ADDRESSES:  Comments should be addressed to Michael J. Blotzer, NASA Environmental Officer, Code RA02, Building 1100, Room 3030V, Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000.  The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Visitor/Education Center that supports this FONSI may be reviewed at the following locations:

http://www.ssc.nasa.gov/environmental/docforms/eas/eas.html

Maury Oceanographic Library, Building 1003, Stennis Space Center, MS  39529


Bay St. Louis - Hancock County Library, 312 Highway 90, Bay St. Louis, MS  39520


Kiln Public Library, 17065 Highway 603, Kiln, MS  39556


Margaret Reed Crosby Memorial Library, 900 Goodyear Blvd., Picayune, MS  39466


St. Tammany Parish Library, 555 Robert Blvd., Slidell, LA  70458

A limited number of copies of the EA are available by contacting Michael J. Blotzer, NASA Environmental Officer, at the address and/or telephone number herein indicated.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael J. Blotzer, NASA Environmental Officer, Code RA02, Building 1100, Room 3030V, Stennis Space Center, MS 39529-6000; Telephone (228) 688-2584.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  NASA has determined that the EA for the construction and operation of the Visitor/Education Center represents an accurate and adequate analysis of the scope and level of associated environmental impacts.  The EA is incorporated by reference in this FONSI.

NASA proposes to clear land and construct a building for the operation of a Visitor/Education Center within the SSC Buffer Zone located at the southwest corner of Exit 2 on Interstate 10 along Highway 607.  The project would be located 305 meters (1,000 feet) west of the existing Mississippi Welcome Center.

The location for the Visitor/Education Center was not considered to have any feasible alternatives other than the “No Action Alternative.”  The high visibility and availability of the land for the project was considered integral to the project’s success.  The "No Action Alternative" is described as the benchmark against which the proposed actions are evaluated.  The “No Action Alternative” would have no adverse environmental impacts, would have no beneficial economic impact and would not meet the purpose of and need for action.

The most notable impacts would be short-term fugitive air emissions, short-term intermittent noise from construction, wetlands disturbance, storm water runoff, groundwater withdrawal, a waste water outfall and the generation of solid waste.  Other aspects that require consideration are energy conservation, water conservation, native plant landscaping, and the purchase of materials under comprehensive procurement guidelines for using materials with recycled content.
This project would require a Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) storm water permit for construction, a wetlands disturbance authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Vicksburg District, an MDEQ water withdrawal permit and an MDEQ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit.

This project would not alter historic or cultural resources.  No known threatened or endangered species or critical habitats would be affected by the project. No other matters of potential environmental concern have been identified.  On the basis of the EA and underlying reference documents, NASA has determined that the environmental impacts associated with this project will not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the quality of the environment; therefore, an environmental impact statement is not required.
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