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LAGNIAPPE Commentary
Gator’s Christmas list...

Christmasisaseason filled with all kinds of emotions. Of course, it’ sthe happiest time
imaginable for the youngsters so full of joy and anticipation that their little eyeslight up
asbright astheir Christmastrees. Their smilesstretch from ear-to-ear, just like the most
famousgrin of al on the white-bearded face of old Saint Nicholas.

The season is also the one time of year that seems to bring out the best in all of
us — ‘tisthe season of giving. For some reason, the yuletide holidays are also melan-
choly for me. I have never known why. Or, maybe the intensity of the special feelings
makes mewonder why everyone can’t be happy, and why al of thelittle children all over
theworld can’'t get just the gift they wanted.

| was having one of those pre-Christmas days when | wastrying to writethis
commentary. When what did | hear out in the hall but amost familiar, “Ho, Ho, Ho!” No
doubt about it, it was the Gator.

“What on Earth are you doing at the computer, Mr. Charles Dickens, making alist
and checking it twice?’ Gator asked, as he entered my office. Hewasall decked out like
old Saint Nick and was gently ringing adecorated dinner bell.

“And why the frown on your face, my friend, thisis supposed to be the happiest
season of the year!”

“Aw, Gator, | ways get this melancholy feeling during the Christmas season. I’ll get
over it intimeto buy you apresent!” | retorted.

“Well, my woebegone friend, for starters you can help me check off my Christmas
‘ToDo list.” Gator handed mealong roll of adding machine paper. | started unrolling the
list and reading old Gator’ stasks...

“Pick up aBarbie and a Brett Favre football for Toysfor Tots; pack canned goods for
Guatemalaand Nicaragua; spend Saturday ringing abell for the Salvation Army; prepare
abasket for aneedy family; help serve food for Feed My Sheep; take senior shut-ins
groceries; take magazines and books to the hospital; visit patientsin the Veterans
Hospital,” and thelist went on.

“Gator, how intheworld are you going to havetimeto do all thisbefore Christmas?’
| asked.

“Well, old friend, that’ swhy | need some help. Besidestheitemson that list, | still
haveto write my Christmas cards, pick up presentsfor my friends and family and help
decorate atree for the kids. And of course, you must know, | have to get things ready for
the Big Night,” Gator closed inawhisper.

“Big night? What big night are you talking about, Gator?’

Gator just smiled and gently shook his gloved finger my way.

“Gottaget going. I’ ve got milesand milesto go before| sleep!” Gator left with the
bells on hisred and white suit ringing as he disappeared down the hall. “Ho, Ho, Ho!”

After Gator l€eft, | looked on my desk, and what did | see?

Gator had left his“To Do” list. When | unrolled it, written at the bottomin Gator’s
own handwriting was “ Merry Christmas and good will to all!” M.R.H.

NASA NEWSCLIPS

New camer ascan seefog—New digitad
video camerasingdled by NASA at the
SaenCarlos Cdif., arport control tower are
helping to better report current westher
conditionsfor aircraft landing at San
Francisco Internationd Airport, some 10
milesavay.

Ingaled by engineersfrom NASA’s
AmesResearch Center, Moffett Held, CAlif.,
the Airport Approach Zone CameraSystem
enablesair traffic controllersand wesather
forecagtersto track red-time onset and
disspation of fog and low cloudsinthe
arport’ sgpproach zone.

TheAirport Approach ZoneCamera
Systemwill Sgnificantly reducetelephone
callsbetweenthe FAA Oakland Center
meteorologist and the San Francisco Air
TrafficControl Tower.

Thehigh-gpeed video cameras operate
24 hours-a-day and providea220-degree
field of view withrotation, zoom andtilt
cgpabilities

TheAirport Approach ZoneCamera
Sysemisajoint effort between Ames, the
FAA andNOAA. Theprojectismanaged
by the aviation safety monitoring office at
Ames and funded by NASA’s aviation
safety program.

Boengawar ded NASA contract—NASA
has signed acontract modificationwith the
Boeing Company of Hougton, Texas to
supply additiona engineering support and
prelaunch testing for thelnternational
Space Station, increasing the prime space
dation contract held by Boeing by $163.4
million

Boeing wasawarded the el ght-year prime
contract, currently valued at $7.1 hillion, for
the congtruction and integration of the
Spacedationin1995. Themodificationto
the cost-plus-award-fee contract with
Boeing Information, Spaceand Defense
Sysemshasavaueof $163,477,000.

Themodificationwill cover sustaining
engineering for sation dements, engineer-
ing support required after acomponent has
been congtructed and ddlivered to NASA,
aswell assupport of multi-eement
integrated testing, aprogramwhichlinksthe
various station components together prior
tolaunch.

Woark on the contract may be performed
a Boeingfacilitiesin Huntington Beach,
Cdif.; CanogaPark, Cdif.; Huntsville, Ala;
Orlando, Ha; Houston, Texas, and at
Honeywdl Inc.inGlendde, Ariz.
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CFC and United Way
drives once again

exceed all goals

The Combined Federal Campaign and
United Way charity drives have once again
exceeded expectations by surpassing the
goals et this year by both the federal-
military agenciesand industrial

contractors at Stennis Spact
Center with atotal contri-
bution of $305,319.

Becky Rotundo, with
the Naval Research
Laboratory at Stennis, wasthe
ste-wide coordinator of thisyear’sCom-
bined Federd Campaign.

Asof Dec. 3, the Combined Federal
Campaign had exceeded its 1998 god of
$150,000, withatotal federd-military
employeedonation pledge of $181,267, an
amount that is 20.8 percent higher than the
set god. Last year’ stotal donation by
federa employeeswas about $148,000.

Dave Geiger with the Boeing Co. was
chairman of thisyear’ sUnited Way drive
among industrial contractorsat Stennis.
Industrial contractor employeesat Stennis
greatly exceeded thisyear’ sgod of $110,000
by pledging $124,057.

Theamount raised by Stennis’ federal
employeesthrough the Combined Federal
Campaign exceeded the godl by $32,429,

SeeCFC, Page 10

Stennistour guide Joe Weems, left, helpsL ong Nguyen, center, athird-grade student
at Oak GroveUpper Elementary School in Hattiesburg, Miss,, and Elizabeth White, a
sixth-grade student at Gulfview Elementary School in L akeshore, Miss,, reach the
proper orbit toconnect their modulesof thel nter national Space Station. Thechildren
wer eamong mor ethan 250 Mississippi and L ouisiana studentswho attended the

Sation One™ program Dec. 3.

Sation.

opening ceremoniesof the Star Station One™ program.

Visitors Center kicks off Star Station One™
The Stennis Space Center Vistors Center officialy kicked off itsparticipationinthe Star

Theprogram is designed to build awareness of the Internationa Space Station and was
developed and organized by Bishop Museum of Honolulu, Hawaii, in cooperation with Space
Center Houston and sponsored by the Boeing Co. The Vistors Center now offerstimely
demondirations and programsto educate and excite the public about the Internationa Space

The program began with Myron Webb, NASA public affarsofficer for Stennis Space
Center, officialy announcing the program’ sdebut and emphasizing Stennis commitment to

See STAR, Page9

swe near the holiday season, |
A want to thank every member of
the NASA/Contractor Team at
Stennis Space Center for your
dedication, hard work and outstand-
ing accomplishments during this
eventful year. Thanksto your energy
and your talents, the future of this
center has never been brighter!
During all my yearsat this center,
only one other time have | witnessed
as much change and advancements as
we now experience. The opportuni-
ties abound, and we together are
pursuing those that make sense.
| believeweall recognize that
NASA hasaccomplished muchinits

first 40 years. Stennis Space Center, with
its multiagency environment and diverse
technologies, has truly come of agein the
past few years. Infact, | have seen even
more cooperation throughout NASA
during thisyear.

On amore personal note, it has been
especially heartening for me to seethe
caring and charity of my colleagues at
work during thisyear. Many of you have
found time in your busy schedules to help
shelter evacuees during Hurricane
Georges, contribute some of your earnings
to the United Way, to donate blood, to
volunteer for Special Olympicsandto give
of yourselves and money to your favorite
charities.

Stennis Director’s Holiday Message

| am very proud of all of you, and
| am very fortunate to be associated
with such an outstanding group of
professional people. It ismy wish and
prayer that you experience awonder-
ful holiday season and have a happy
and healthy New Y ear. May you and
your families, who do so much to
support us al in our endeavors, be
blessed.

Roy S. Estess
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Stennis 1998 year in review

New activitiesare setting apace at Stennis
Space Center that has not been seen since
America sracetothemoon duringthe
Apolloera.

New propulson programs, improve-
mentsto major rocket test facilities, and
community outreach activitieswereamong
some of the exciting thingsthat took place
a Stennisin1998.

AsNASA's|ead center for
rocket propulson tegting, aswell as
for commercid remotesenaing,
Stennis Space Center playsavita
leadership rolein the nation’ sgpace
program. TheCommercid Remote
Sensing Program at Stenniscontin-
uesto build the remote sensing
industry of the United States through
partnershipswith morethan 500
companies. Thegod isto enhance
U. S. economic competitiveness
through the development of the
multibilliondollar remotesensing
indugtry.

Propulson Tes Programs

Never before, asisthe case
today, have dl mgor test sands at
Stennis been equipped with rocket
enginesa the sametime. Thegands
contain engines for today’ s Space
Shuttle, aswell asnew enginesthat
will power futurerockets. These
programsareusheringinanew eraof
Space trangportation for the United
Statesand abright future for Stennis

SpaceCenter.
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Theyear began with the January 22 liftoff
of Space Shuttle Endeavour, thefirgt shuttleto
usethree, redesigned and enhanced main
enginescaled Block 11-A. Stenniswasrespon-
sblefor tegting these engines and making sure
they werereedy for flight.

During ashuttlelaunch, threemain engines
operatefor 8 1/2 minutesfromliftoff toorbit. The

Pictured above, Sten-
niswon acontract to
assembleand test the
RS-68 engine and
first-stage common
booster core for
Boeing' snew Ddta4
rocket. The Delta 4
will bean unmanned,
expendable rocket
that will put commer -
cial and gover nment
payloadsinto or bit.

A 400-foot flamer ose high abovethe 155-foot A-1test sstand on May
29 when Stennisper sonnel began a seriesteststo preparefor test-
ing the power pack assembly for the X-33'slinear aer ospike en-

gine.

Since 1975, Stennis Space Center has
tested all main engines that power the
Space Shuttle during the orbiter’s 8 ¥
minuteflight to space. Stennismadehis-
tory in October by conductingthe2,000th
test of a Space ShuttleMain Engine.

engines had to be redesigned and made more
powerful for the shuttleto deploy America s
components of the Internationa Space
Station. Heavy space dation hardware
requiresthe shuttleto carry an additiona
16,000 poundsinto space.

The center made history in October by
conducting the 2,000th test of the Space
ShuttleMain Engine. Stennishastested
shuttleenginessince 1975.

Stenniswill dso assemble and test the
RS-68 engineand first-stage common booster
corefor Boeing' snew Ddta4rocket. Plans
areto beginassembling thefirs RS-68 engine
in September 1990.

TheDdta4will beanunmanned,
expendablerocket that will put commercid
and government payloadsinto orbit. Itisthe
firgt long-term commitment NASA hasmade
that providesits propulson test facilities at
Stennisfor commercid use

TheX-33eraa StennisbeganinMarch
with aseries of facility evduationtestsona
gand previoudy used for shuttle engine
tegts. It has been converted and modified to
test the X-33'slinear aerogpikeengines. The
X-33isaprototype of the Reusable Launch
Vehicdleprogram. TheprogramisaNASA-
industry partnership that isdesigning anew
generaion of launch vehides expected to
dramdtically cut the cost of putting payloads
intoorbit.

L ockheed Martin Skunk Works of
Pdmdde, Cdif., isbuildingthe X-33 asahdf-
scdeforerunner of the VentureStar™.
Lockheed Martin plansto develop the
VentureStar™ early inthenext century.

SeeYEARIN REVIEW, Page5
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The Stennisteam achieved the
firgt successful test on the aerogpike' s
powerpack assembly in October. The
powerpack condds of the aeropike's
main power generating and pumping
components, induding turbopumps.
Stenniswill beginfull-scaleengine
testsin1999.

Mgjor hardware componentsfor
NASA'sLow Cos Technologies
programarrived May 7 at Stennisfor
testing. Fud tanksand a60,000-pound
thrust engine, caled Fastrac, makeup
thefirg sage of asmal rocket booger.
Theprogram’ sgod isto reducethe
cog of launching smal payloads—up
t0 500 pounds—into low-Earthorbit.

Fadtrac is one of the newest
rocket engines developedinthe
United Statesin 25 years. Upon
completion of development andflight
certificationtestsin 1999, Fedrac will
power thenew, unmanned X-34

prototype.

Commerdal RemoteSensng

NASA isexploring new waysof
doing business to develop fadter,
better and chegper methodsto acquire
datafor scientific researchand make
theseresultsavailableto the American
public.

TheCommercid Remote Sensing
Program Office’ smissona Stennisis
toenhance U.S. economic competitive-
ness by partnering with industry inthe
deve opment of remote sensng
technology. Thisisdone by building
the remote sensing industry through

NASA’s Bruce Spiering,
left, with theEarth System
Science Office at Stennis,
explainstoindustry repre-
sentatives how the Plant
Chlorophyll Meter hedevel-
oped worksduring atech-
nology briefing held by
NASA’sTechnology Trans
fer Office.

This Landsat image of the Nile River in
Egypt is a sample of imagery provided
through the Science Data Buy. Thisproject,
managed by the Commer cial Remote Sens-
ing Program, will bebuyingimagery from
fivecompaniesto support the science com-
munity during Phasel| of thedatabuy.

NASA’'sTom Stanley,
left, with the Com-
mercial Remote
Sensing Program
Office, discusseswith
Richard Campanédla,
center, and Jim
Johnson, both with
thelngitutefor Tech-
nology Development,
aproject demonstra-
tion CRSPdidfor the
Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion.

joint partnershipswith companies, agencies
and centersof learning in the United States.

Remote sensing isthe ahility to acquire
and produceimages of specific areasof Earth
using sensors mounted on aircraft or satdlites.
Stennis Space Center isSNASA’slead center for
remotesensing withinthe Earth Science
Enterprise

Examplesof remotesensng applications
include: finding the best routes for highways;
determining placement of utility lines; and
determining theamount and the best timeto
irrigateandfertilizecrops.

One of the projectsthe CRSP office
worked on this year was the second phase
of the$50 million Science DataBuy. During this
phase, gpproximately 15terabytesof datawill
be purchased from five companies. Thedata
will beavailablefor globa environmentd
researchwithin NASA sEarth Science
Enterprise

The companies sdlected to participatein
Phasell of thedatabuy are AgroVision,
EarthSat Inc., Earthweatch Inc., Podtive
Sygemsinc. and Spacelmaging Inc. Data
provided by these companies address the
scientific research themes of land cover and
land useresearch and natural hazardsresearch
and gpplications.

Phasell will runthrough Sept. 2001. Inthe
future, NASA will continueto purchasedata
fromthecommercia sector andwork to
understand scientific needs and indusiry
concerns. Thisinvestment, to promote
cooperation between science and indudtry, is
good for the country and good for the world.

Earth SdenceResear ch

TheEarth Sysem Science Officecontin-
ued its Sudy of theworld's oceansin partner-
shipwiththeNava Oceanographic Office
(NAVOCEANO), dsolocated & Stennis

A NASA scientist accompanied
NAVOCEANO stientisison an overseascruise
to determineif information gathered by remote

SeeYEARIN REVIEW, Page6
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Nick Theobald, a participant in Stennis
Space Center’sAstro Camp, usesa com-
puter tolear n about astronomy duringone
of theweek-long summer day camps.

sendng satellitesis correct.

The scientist dso traveled to
the Czech Republic to assess
recovery and revitdization efforts of
one of that country’s mgjor foress.
Thesoil becameacidicand did not
upport life very wel because of
acidrain caused by pollution. The
pollution hascomefrom different
sources, particularly fromthe
burning of cod and wood during
theindustria revolutionin Europe.

ScientigtswiththeEarth
Sysem Science Officedso
developed two new technologies
that can help determineif plantsare
becoming sck beforethetrouble
sgnsbecome visbleto the human
eye Thiswill hdpfarmersdeterminethebest
methods to improve the hedlth of cropsand
could hdp save forests

Research dso continuedin 1998 on
Louisana sBaraaiaBay, whereNASA Earth
stientigs are studying the role of the bay in the
globd carboncyde whichiscriticd tolife.
Thisresearchmight providenew informetion
with regard to shrimp and oyster productionin
thebay. Thisresearch complementsremote
sendng sudies on the hedlth of Lake
Pontchartrain and the occurrence of red tide
aong the L ouisanacoas.

Technology Trander

Thewedth of technology resulting from
gpaceexplorationisava uablenationa
resource and aninvestment in thefuture,

Themission of the Technology Transfer
Office at Stennis Space Center isto shareand
help develop NASA technology, products and
sarvices for use by the private sector to cregte
jobs, improve productivity and increese U.S,

competitiveness.
Morethan 40 representativesfrom 31

briefingsearlier thisyear. The purposeof the
briefingswasto seek qudified companies

commercid usesfor two NASA technologies
designed to detect the amount of chlorophyll in

Education Programs
In 1998, theNASA Educationand

busy as it continued to provide support to the

education sysemsin Missssippi and S.

Education Initiative Consortium.
Theconsortiumisapartnership among

Mississippi and 19 member school didricts.
The consortium supports the school digtricts

Astronaut John Phillipstalkswith children during
StennisFEST at theMall of L ouisanain Baton Rouge.

for thehigh-techjob market of the
214 century. Technology

designed to fit the needs of each
school. In addition, the consor-

going through the Nationa Board
Certification process.

Morethan 100,000 vidtors
camneto seenew, interactive

37,000 childrenfromareaschools
attended education programs at

Y ;

David Brannon, right, programmanager of the
Commerdal RemoteSensng Program Office
at Stennis during NASA’s40th anniversary
activitieshed at Stennisin October.

hockey game.

NASA and other agencieslocated at
Stennis showcased their programs and
achievementsat StennisFEST, held a theMall
of LouisanainBaton RougeApril 30through
May 2. Morethan 25,000 peopletoured the
exhibits, and approximately 6,000 sudentsand
Scoutsparticipatedin®Livingand Workingin
Space’ programsthat were conducted
throughout the event.

In October, areacommunity leedershel ped
cdebrate NASA’s40th Anniversary and
NASA's close association with the surround-
ing communitiessincethe beginning of Stennis

SpaceCenter.

VidtorsCenter personnd
wereextremely activein outreach

L eo Seal, chairman of theboar d of dir ector sof Hancock

Bank; Dwight Evans, president of Mississippi Power;

included: Summer Reading
Programsat arealibraries date

Co.; and Geor ge Schloegd, president of Hancock Bank
wer eamong themany community leader sthat viewed

thehistoriclaunch of John Glenn and the STS-95 crew.
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Clarke puts his heart and soul into his work
Engineer Andrew Loyd (Bo) Clarkehesleft . .
hismark onall the structures he has helped | believe SSC
build from oneend of Semnis Space Center ~ thework weare Employee
totheather. doingin educat- Pr ofil
Asaproject engineer intheFadilities N9 our young rofie
Engineering Division, Center Operations ~ Peoplein sdience here” thesarious minded Clarkesaid. “If we
Directorate, the Mississippi bornandbred ~ @hd math may be don't bring anew generation along to
engineer isrightinthemiddleof the themostimpor- competein technology, our country may well
center' scontinuing building boom as tant thing we do perish.”
Stennis preparesto meet itsmany chal- here. Heisasoactivein community affairs,
lengesin the 21st century. Bo Clarke epecially in helping withyouth activitiesin
Bornin Columbus, Miss, the40-year Long Beech, Miss
old engineer hasredlly never strayed far asthe Advanced Solid Rocket Motor test His12-year old son, Drew; isinvolved
from hisMississippi roots. Hegrew upin stand and the Component Test Fecility. in peewee hockey, soccer, basketbal,
Gulfport andisaGulfport High School Interestingly, Clarkerecdlsfirsthearingabout ~ baseball andfootball. Clarkeisinvolvedin
graduate. Clarkewent on to Mississppi Stennis Space Center back inthe 1960swhen coaching, organizingand“ participating” asa
SaeUniversty a Starkvillewherehe hisfather worked onaproject hereduringthe  fan. Heisdsoactiveinthelocd sailling
received abachelor’ sdegreein civil building of thetest fecility. community. In fact, he serves on the board of
engineering. Asamember of theStennisteam, Clarcke  theLong Beach Yacht Club and haswon
Following graduation, he began threw himsdf intothejob, learningasmuchas  numeroushandicap races. In addition, he
workingwiththeMississppi Department he could about the center’ s activities. One of and hiswife, Debbie, andther children,
of Transportationinajob he hassaid he the best characteristics of this soft spoken, Shannon and Drew, areactiveintheir church.
greatly enjoyed. Helft the highway popular engineer isthat he getsinvolvedin his Debbieiscurrently working on her
department in 1985 towork closer tohis “cugtomer’ sprojects’ in order to makesurea magter’ sdegreeand dsoworksfor NASA a
homea theNaval ConstructionBattaion  particular fadility isbuilt right. Heisexcited Stennisasteam lead of thecommercid
Center (SeebeeBase) locatedin Gulfport. In+ about thework of dl lines of busnessat accounting and financid servicesbranch for
this position he worked as a project Stennisand isundaunted in meeting the thefinancid management divisoninthe
engineer on congtruction projectsfrom challenges of his day-to-day activities officecf thechief financid officer.
Peascagoulato Stennis Space Center. This  Furthermore, hebdievesthat Stenniswill have Shannon graduated from thenursing
job brought him to the center often. By anexciting and bright futureinthenew program of the University of South Alabama
chance, in1987 hemet now retired NASA millennium. thismonth.
engineer Jack Rogersat anarport, and Clarkemakeshimsdf availableto hep out Clarke hassaidthat heisnot interested
during the resulting conversation he in education and public affarsactivitiesby inpursuing hiscareer dsewhere, evenif the
becameawareof anenginesring positionat  judging sciencefairsand givingtalksinthe compensation may begreater. Itisreassuring
Stennis. community. toknow that Clarkewill bearound, continu-
Onemonth | ater, Clarkebecame one of “I blievethework wearedoingin ingtoleavehismark on Stennis, hisfriends,
thefirst new engineershiredto helpwith educating our young people in science and fellow employees and the young people of
major projectsunder wey a thettime, such  math may bethe most important thing we do Mississippi for generations to come.

Renovation of thecanal lock sysem at Stennis
began November 1 Thewor kisbangperformed
in two phases. Phaseone consstsaof emptying
thelocksof water, repladngwoodentimber fend-
ersand deaningand paintingthemetal partsof
thelock sygem. T.C. BroomeCondructionInc.
of Pascagoula, Miss, isthecontractor for phase
one Phasetwoisbangperformed by theJohnson
ContrasWorld ServicesInc. shopsat Stennis
Thisgroupwill repair themechanical working
partsof thelocks indudingthesealsthat hold
back thewater,and repair thesealsonthevalves
that areused tofill and drain thecanal during
locking oper ations. The7 1/2-mile, man-made
canal sysem, onceused to carry the sagesof
theSaturn'V launch vehicdleand propdlantsto
thetest sands gill carriessomepraopdlants,
and now srvesasatrangportation sysem for
theNational DataBuoy Center. Theprojectis
scheduled for completion by December 31.
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Intern gnal

International Space

Station Assembly
Sequence
Date Launch Vehicde Elements
11-20098 RussanProton  Zarya
12-03-98 STS83 Unity
(Endeavour)
051399 STS9% Spacehab
(Discovery) Double
Cargo
Module

N RussanProton ServiceModule

Spachab
Double

Cargo
Module

WBBP  STS101
(Atlantis)

102899 STS92 Integrated
Truss

Structure;
PMA-3;
Ku-band
12-02-99 STS97 Integrated
Truss

Structure P6
01-00

RussanSoyuz  1¢ISScrew

02-00 STS98 USLab

Module
03-00

STS102 Logidics

and
resupply

04-00 STS100 Leonardo

MPLM
07-00 STS104 Joint airlock
high pres-
uregas
assembly

WLOX-TV  anchors
Rhonda Weidner, |€ft, and
Tommy Richards right, talk
WithNASA'sdmTaylar, I,
about new propulsion pro-
grams at Stennis Space
Center. Theinterview was
patof theBiloxi, Miss, tde-
vision station’s “Coffee
Tak” edition of their daily
morning show. Once a
week, alocd Steissdected
as the backdrop and focus
of the show. Stennis Space
Center was sdlected asthe
stefortheNov. 18livenens:
cast.

Tom Stanley, right, with
theCommercial Remote
Sensing office, is pre-
sented aplagueby Ralph
Lawrence NASA asod-
ate administrator for
gmall and disadvantaged
business. Stennis was
presented thisaward for
achieving all goals for
small, small disadvan-
taged and small woman-
owned busnesscontract-
ingfor fiscal year 1997.

National Data Buoy Center director retires

A pioneer of the computing age and participant in America’ sfrantic raceto the moon, Dr.
Jerry McCall, will retire at the end of thisyear.

McCall, currently the director of the National DataBuoy Center at Stennis Space
Center, aposition he has held for the past 21
years, will begin hisfirst day of retirement on
Jan. 3,1999.

“Right now, the only plans| havefor my
futureinclude getting back to my former level
of physical fitness and getting better
acquainted with my four grandchildren,”
McCall said.

Throughout his career, McCall has been
involved in many different jobsin many
different places. To an employeeworking at
Stennis Space Center, the one job that stands
out on McCall’ sresumeisthe one he held as
personal assistant to Dr. Werhner von Braun.

From 1960 to 1966, M cCall worked at the
Marshall Space FHight Center in Huntsville,
Al., with von Braun, who wasthe director of
the center. The center built the Saturn launch
vehiclefor thelunar landings.

“Von Braun was agreat |eader with great vision,” McCall said. “Therearealot of
storiesthat could betold (about working with von Braun).”
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ThisSaturn V ornament isjust one of many handcrafted ornamentsthat were
placed on the Christmastreein theVisitorsCenter lobby. Theornamentswere
made by children from NASA/SSC’ stwo adopted schools-CharlesB. Murphy
Elementary School in Pearlington, Miss., and West Side Elementary School in
Picayune, Miss.

Workforce representative visits Stennis
Jackson State and NASA work together

Dr. Bettye Fletcher, vice president of Research and Development at Jackson State
University, visited Stennis Space Center Dec. 8 to further devel op relationships
between the university and the Center.

“We are exploring the landscape to see what possibilities and opportunities are
available at Stennis,” said Fletcher.

Jackson State University is currently one of the Centers of Excellence for
Geogpatial Studiesin Workforce Development Education and Training (WDET).

WDET has been given the task of ensuring that atrained work force will be
available to populate the commercial remote sensing industry.

The centers of excellencewill offer degreesin remote sensing related fields.

“Additionally, we will be looking to Jackson State to help usin at least two areas
that need support—teacher training and staff preparation,” said Dr. George L eggett,
director of WDET.

“1 am familiar with the university’ steacher training program and | am very im-
pressed,” Leggett said.

While at Stennis, Fletcher was briefed on the Commercial Remote Sensing Pro-
gram. She also visited the Naval Research Laboratory, the Naval Oceanographic Office
and the Center of Higher Learning.

“Wefeel that thisvisit is extremely important in devel oping relationships with the
agencies at Stennis,” Fletcher said. “The next step in the process will be getting our
faculty linked with scientistsin NASA and the Navy.”

Dr. Loretta Moore, chairperson of the computer science department at Jackson State
University, and Julius Baham, associate director of the GI S and Remote Sensing Lab at
the university, accompanied Fletcher on this visit.

Thevisit was hosted by NASA’ s Education and University Affairs office at Stennis.
Dr. David Powe, chief of Education and University Affairs, was pleased with the visit.

“We are always looking for new and exciting opportunities that will enhance
education in the areas surrounding Stennis Space Center, and Mississippi asawhole,”
Powe said.

STAR...
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sharing with the public the fascinating venture
of congtructing a huge laboratory in space.

“ Stennis Space Center isddighted that
our Visitors Center has been chosen asone of
only 60 museums around the country to feeture
new educational and fun demonstrationsfor
everyone,” Webb sad. “The Internationa
Space Sation promisesnew medicines,
materiads, technologies and career optionsto
benefit everyoneon Earth. The Star Station
One™ programisimportant becauseit will
alow the public, and epeciadly our youth, a
resourcefor information about what' shappen-
inginspace”

Dave Geiger with Boeing/Rocketdyne
Propulsion and Power a Stennisgave abrief
presentation on that company’ s contribution to
thelnternationa Space Station. Boeing/
Rocketdyne at Stennis tests every Space
ShuttleMain Enginefor NASA that hepssend
the shuttleinto orbit.

A representative from the Michoud
Assambly FedilityinNew Orleans, La, dso
gaveapresentation on that NASA fadility’s
roleinthelnternational Space Station. The
facility constructsthe Externd Fuel Tank that
providesthefud for the shuttl€ smain engines.
To hdptheshuttlelift the heavier pace Sation
payloads, Michoud designed and congtructed
the Super Lightweight Externd Tank thet isfive
percent lighter than previoustanks.

Following the presentations, thefirst
programinaseriesof livedemondrations, * Get
It Together,” premieredinfront of anaudience
of morethan 280 visitorsand students. This
live, interactivedemondration explainedtothe
audience and participants the challenges of
getting station modulesinto orbit and putting
them together in the weightlessness of space.

A regular seriesof Star Station One™
presentationstitled “ Star Station One™ at
Twao” will beconducted a 2 p.m. each Saturday
and Sunday. Those education programswiill
aso beincorporated into dl live presentations
conducted & the Vigtors Center. These
entertaining andinformative presentationswill
alow the public to have continuous, up-to-the-
minute knowledge of the Sation.

Asapartner inthe Star Station One™
program, Stennis' VigtorsCenter will dsobe
provided with 1/50th scale“build-as-you-go’
modules to replicate condruction of the space
dation asit evolves. After three years, the
Vistors Center will haveconstructed a
completelnternationa Space Stationmodd,
includingitsliving quarters, working spaces
and research modules.

For moreinformetion, call the Stennis
VigtorsCenter a 1-800-237-1821 option 1,in
Mississppi and Louisiana, or (228) 688-2370.



\Q’,\ﬁ Information provided
@ Qé‘ by NASA's Safety
Oo‘ Reliability and Qual-
ity Assurance Office

Safety first

During Dan Goldin’ srecent addressto Stennis,
he presented uswith achdlengeto put NASA
number onein safety withinthenext fiveyears.
According tothe Adminigrator, NASA hasan
excdlent safety record, but NASA hasahigher
injury frequency and logt timeratewhen
compared to privateindustry. He pecificaly
mentioned the DuPont Company and that
perhgpswecould learn fromtheir sefety
SuCCess.

1N 1995, some 105,000 DuPont employees
operated 300fadilitiesin 70 countrieswith only
41 logt workday cases. Someplantswith more
than 2,000 employees have operated for over 10
yearswithout alogt-timeinjury. How arethese
impressive safety records achieved and
sugtained? DuPont adopted a“zero” god for
injuries, illnesses and incidents and they
condder thisgod acorevauetha isas
important asother busnessparameters.

Safety and mission success are core
valueswithinNASA, andthe Administrator
places safety firgt. Stennis Space Center and its
contractor teams have a sefety-first policy, and
thishas resulted in injury frequency and lost
time rates below the aerogpace industry
average. Butthereisroomfor improvement. To
meet the Adminigtrator’ schalenge, our god
must be“zeroinjuriesandincidents.” Thisis
an aggressivegod. Incoming issuesof
Lagnigppe, Safety Corner will highlight Stennis
safety initiativesto meet that god.

Note: Information on the DuPont Company
was obtained from their web site at dupont.com
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whichis 22 percent greater than the previous
record high, setin 1997.

Contributions raised from both the
Combined Federal Campaign and the United
Way are distributed worldwideto avariety
of charitable, nonprofit health and human
services organizations. The contractor
employee donations can at their request be
dispersed to United Way member agencies
serving Hancock, Harrison and Pearl River
countiesin Mississippi, aswell asthe
Greater New Orleansarea, whichincludes St.
Tammany and Tangipahoaparishesin
Louisiana

Stennis Space Center Combined Federal
Campaign activitiesareadivision of the
Mississippi Gulf Coast campaign, which
solicitscontributionsfrom 22,000 federa
employees coastwide.

QUICK LOOK

m Thefollowingwill beclosed on Dec.
25and Jan. 1in observance of
Chrisgmasand New Year’s: Rightway
Travel, airport dispatch, the barber
shop, cafeteria, clinic, communica-
tions, Stennis Child Devel opment
Center, janitorial services, logistics,
JCWS mail service, APG, snack bar,
taxi serviceand the U.S. Post Office.
The Wellness Center, the Visitors
Center will be closed Dec. 25 only.
Corporate Cleanerswill be closed Dec.
24through Jan. 4. The NASA Ex-
change storewill be closed Dec. 31 and
Jan. 1.

Weidler named associate administrator

NASA Adminigtrator Daniel Goldin recently named Dr. Edward Weiler ssAssociaie Adminis-
trator for NASA' s Office of Space Science

Weiler has served as acting Associate Administrator Since Sept. 28, following the
departureof Dr. Wedey Huntress, J.

Inthiscapacity, Weiler isresponsiblefor providing overal executive leedership of
NASA's Space Science Enterprise. Thisenterprissamsto achieveacomprehensive
understanding of the originsand evolution of the solar system and the universe, including
connections between the sun and the Earth, the beginnings of life and the question of
whether lifeexistsel sawhere beyond Earth. It dsoischarged with communicating this
knowledgeto the public.

Weiler was appointed as Science Director of the Astronomica Searchfor Originsand
Panetary Systemsthemewithinthe Office of Space ScienceinMarch 1996. Hewill continue
to serve asthe Program Scientist for the Hubble Space Telescope, aposition he hasheld since
1979, unttil areplacement for that positionissdected. Weller joined NASA in 1978 asadteff
scientist.
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