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Misslssippl CGrov. Ronnke Muosgrove, center, recsntly vishied Stennks Spasce Cenler
for hrefings on the ongolug adivities of YASA, the Navy and other agendies
ot @i the center, Pictured here with Musgrove s Steands Center Dieector Boy
Estess, beft, awld MASA S Patrick Sebheuermann, sssisiand to the divector of Center
COhperations & Support Directorate, atop the B-1 test stand where the BS-68 engine
i5 uniderging testing.

Aerospike dual engine test phase nears

Stennis engineers and technicians ane sy
modifying the A-1 test stand to prepare it G
the dual engine test phase of the Night
certification process for Bocing-Rocketdmna's
ARE-220) limzar serospike enging

The engine will power Lockheed Mariin's
233 techonology demaonsirator

The gingle engine test phase wrappad up
with a record chration firing of 290 seconds
May 12, Engineers hopse to bagin doal
cngine estimg in Septembser and finish by
ihe emd of the vear,

Parts fior the two flight engines have heen
dieliverad te Stennis throughout the pas
yiear Boeing-Riockatdyne technicians in
Building 3202 at Stennis assemblad both
cngines and are now putting the finishing

tonszhess on both engines in advance of
installation a1 the A-1 test stand. Tha
el will e positioned end-to-end as
ey wionald b onthe X-33 and will be
tested inthis Might confipuration,

The X-33, which is a half-scale, suh-
arhital technology demonsrater for
Lockheed Marin's proposaed commercial
reusable Enmeh vehicle called VentureSgar™,
will use toao aerospike engines, VentureStar™
will use seven aerospike engines twice the
size of the ones used by the X-335,

D, Dion Chenevert, MASA's aerospike
project mensaper at Sennis, praised the
engine for its performance,

“The engine met all of my expectations and
mire. This is an outstanding engine,” he sadd,

NASA, Dreamtime
partnership propels
space information
age to new heights

MASA and Dreamiime Holdings [nc, have
formied a parmership that will deliver the
adventures of the space frontier theough the
new technolegies of the digial frontier,

The unprecedented soreement was
annonmead June 2 at NASA'S Ames
Research Cemer, in the heart of Califormia's
Silicon Valley, [t inchsdes, for the first time,
high-definition television coverage of
astronaw activities aboard the Intematiomal
ESpace Station and on Space Shuttle
missions. It will alse create an easily
acpessihle, Wieb-searchahle, digital archive
of the best of MASAY space imagery

“Bat anly does this bring the space
program meo parnership with Silicon
Walley,"” said MASA Administrator Drandel
Croliding, “bnst the parmership also puis NASA
at the forefront of the infomation age. This s
inmwvative govenment at its hes,”

The MASA-Dreamtime pannership will
provide public access to space explomiion
by creating a state-of-the-ar multimedia
partal, paaladlreaaniinne, oo, that will, with
the click of a mouse, open the door to
thimsands of images, soumds, documents,
blseprints and plans from NASA'S
currently wndensed archives, Roll out of
the in-depth portal site will begin within
the mexl several months

The unparalleled space content will he
aceesahle wia Web, wingless TV and
interactive TV devices. Shuttle lwnches will
light up handheld computers, and school
children will ke able to watch compelling
inleraciive space progmmming on TV and
th Weh,

“Uhar gostl of engaging mone Amerisans in
the explortion of space will be mele possible
thecnagh this parmership, Croldin said,

See DREAMTIME, Page T
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LAGNIAPPE Commentary
Splashdown!

A long time agse in ocsans G, far away from Sbennis Space Camder, there was a timss in
American spaceflight history when astronms came o of the beavens at the end of their
missions and “splashed doam™ in the deep hlhse waters of the Adlantic and Pacific oceans,

[ think of theat romantic era every time the Spece Shuttle gracefully glides inand touches
divwm like a hig aimplane on the nmaay at Kennedy Space Center, Back then, during the
carly years of space travel, we all knew that the era of Mercury, Gemini and Apollo sould
eventiially end and that the speciacular splashdowns would wind up as only pictures in
histomy hisoks,

Readers might wondier shy mee and Crator even thought of that tms sy past, with all the
acitement wie have now — Space Shuttle missions, constructien of the [nemational Spaocs
Station and mew engines test fined almost daily here &t Stennis Space Cander,

[t has been 25 vears since the last splashdown, July 24, 1975, ending that exciting, pioneer
cra of spaceflight. The ks of the “capsules™ or spacecrafi came down that day in the Pacific
Orozan at the “EOM™ or end of mission of the Apsllo-Seyae Test Flight, beinging home
astromss Deke Skayton, Tom Statford and Vance Brand

That splashdewn marked the end of the Apolle-Soaz Test Mission, know then as
“ASTE™ and its recovery by the MASA team and members of the Navy camier [055 New
{lawey was initself a historical event, That landing in the Pacific closed the boeks ona
dramatic chapier in America’s space Program,

[ mever will forget when and me and Gator sat on the deck of the majestic ofd I78.5,
Teoraerpga afler the recovery of Apello 17, the last Might i the Moon, We jeined a small
band of sailors — o sofily stnumming his guitar — o watch the sunset an that most
arciting day. We quietly chatted with other MASA recovery persanma] about the significance
af the day.

The end of Apolls — mankinds greatest adwenture, Would any of us ever see another
splashodown? Many members of the NASA Recovery Team had been working topether since
ihe very first American luman spaceflight in 1961,

We wiere melancholy an thet December day out inthe Pacific, watching the brilliam
calors of the sunset sink imo the ocean, Seme of 15 had no kdea we would be back again for
he Skylab Proeram and Anally for the last splashdown of them all — Apollo-Soyue,

W knew the proeram would go o, bl with a moee modem flair, taking off and landing
Ike an aimplane with a revsable spacecrafi, Mo more romantic splashdowns, Cur astronauts are
huilding a space station with the shutle, taking off and landing safely on a noway down in
Florida But ket me tell you, there was a tims, 235 vears ago, when grovn men cried when they
s the heautifinl chutes open and the spececrali Hoat gently down amd gplash into the ocean,

MEH.

NEWSCLIPS

Bobotie hand offers a mew grasp on
space eonstructbon — A rohotic sysiem
ingendizd o give spacewalking astronaits
a hand is being refined at MASA's
Johnson Space Center, A mechandeal
hamel, very much like a human hand,
affers remarkahle abilities to operate
tals wsed by people in specesiits. The
hadd, in combination with an attached
arm, is capahle of action & delicate as
lifling small ohpects with tweezers
Dhesigmers leawie workied tomake the hand
function like a human's Developers
heliewe that as the hand evolves, other
applications will emerge. Evenbually, the
hand and robet together with a uman
aperator some distance away in space
ey eventually be able w do almiest
amyihing a luman could dio

Drector of Jet Propolsdon Lab to
retire — Jet Propulsion Labortory
Dhrector Ed Stone has anncunced plans
tis retire firorm his post nest year Stone, a
highly regarded physicis and asgenoemer,
has directed the lab sinee January (9491
In that fime, he has overseen several
high-profile missions, including  the
1047 Pathfinder Landing, in which a
bt rover stcosssllly Ended an Mars
and poked around the Bed Planet,

Black holes shed lght on galaxy
information — Astronomers are con-
cluding that monstrons black  holes
weren't simply hom big b instead gres
an 4 messured diet of gas and stars
comirolled by thedr host galaxies in the
formative years of the universe, These
results relessed by the Godidrd Space
Flight {Center in Cireenheh, Md, were
gleanad fFom a MaSA Hubble Space
Tebescope censis of more than 30 galaxies
with its porwerfial “hlsck hole mting™
spectregraph.  Though  much  maore
analysis remains, an indtial ook at Hubble
evidence Evors the idea thet titanic hlack
bl did ot precesde a galaxy's hinth bt
imtead evolved with the galaxy by
mapping an amazingly exact perceriage
(1.2 percent) of the muss of the bulbos
g of stars and gas in a galaxy,
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River research project

proves successful for
Earth science team

MaSA™ Barth System Science Oifice Chiaf
amd Brological Ooeancerapher Dr. Richard
Miller described a recent Mississippd River
Inferdisciplinary Research (MiRIR) survey
crigse o the Culf of Mesieo with Tulane
Linivearsity as ome of the hest examiples of a
e interdisciplinary project in which
MaASA" Earth System Science Office
(ESECH at Stennds has participated

“The success of this project is two-fold,”
Milker said, “Maot anly did we collect
cwcellent data, but it was one of e mest
suceessiul interdisciplinary projects in which
[ have had a par, There was activity in
different aresas of siudy that complementad
ihe cemtral goal of the peoject, W coverad
an unusisal number of heses in ane top”

[lnedier a grand from the Office of Maval
Regearch (OME), Tulane’s Center for
Bieenvironmental Research assembled a
survey team consisting of hiolegists,

Schentisds from MASA'S Earh Syvstem Sclence Ofllee (ESS0)) al Siennis recently
partielpated in an nlerdisciplinary dver sarvey project in the Gull of Mexbeo. Al lefi,
pussd=dlecioral student Yoan Jinchun, lefi, works with a Tulane Unbversity student to
collect waler samples measuring oesan color

peganographers, geochemiss, zooplankton
ecolepists, and grachste and post-graduate
stindenis to collect data froem the river plume
at the mesith of the Mississippi River,

The goal, Miller said, was 1o ook at the
impact of the fresh water from the Aver
with all of its dissolved organic materials,
suspended sadiments and particles — on the
nexar shore saltwater of the Gulf,

Shuttle crew completes mission to ISS

Adlaniis” astronsits glidid 1o a ghostly pre-
dawn landing on the meeming of by 29 a
Focnmexdy Space {enter to wrap up a
stceessiul refirbishment and resupply mission
i the Imtemational Space Station (155),
Linisians native, Commander Jim Flalsell
few Adlamis tooa ndghtiime touchdesn al
he Flarids spaceport at 1:20 am. CTFT 10
complete a 4076 K0-mile mission, the
sevond Shuttle Might of the year, [t was the
[ 4th mighitime landing in shutibe history and
the 22nd conssoutive mission o end with a
landing &t Kennisdy
Halsell was joinad on Atlaniis” fight deck
by Pilint Seott Hosowite, Flight Engineer Jelt
Willams and Mission Specialist Mary Ellen
Wigher, Cresnmentes Susan Helms, Jim Voss
amd Yury [sachey were seated down on the
arhiter s middeck for entry and Ending
Adlantis retwmned 1o Barth afier Flight
Drirector Johm Shansoen determingd that
crisswinds an the Kennedy Space Cemer’s
three-mile long landing strip were gentle and
steady, enahling him to give the astronauts
the green light o come home an time,
Halsell fired the Shisttle's hraking rockets
at 1212 am. CIFT, allowing Aclantis 1o drop

B W,

Lookiana nathve Jim Halsell eommanaded
the Space Shatile Atlaniis and its erew on
ST5-101% mbsslon o amke Improvemenils
tir the Dniternatbonal Space Statlon. Here,
Halsell docks the shutile with the 155,

ol of orhdt for s high-speed descent,
Mdlamis passed over southern Mexico and
thie Coalf ol Pliexico belore crossing over the
Sarasota (L Myers area of Flonda en route
i the Cape. Adlantis hroke the quict of the
pre-caswm hours in central Florda with a
double sonic boom just minutes before
toichdown.

Thee mission befl the Imernational Spacs
Statico equipped with an upgraded electrical

“We wanited o understand the fransporia-
tiom and the ke of these materials and how
their presence affects the coastal zones
productivity,”

Om board the survey vessel, Pelican,
sebentists collected data in their own areas of
expertise, The Stennis team, consisting of

See KUCCESSFUL, Page T

STS-101
Accomplishments

W Prepared the station for ihe
arrival of the Zvezda Service
Modula,

m Installed four new battaries, 10
new smoke detectors and four new
cealing fans on the Zarya module,
which is also known as the
Funclional Cargo Block,

® Installed the final parts of the
Strela crane on Prassurized
Mating Adapter 1,

® Removed and replaced the
early communications system
anfenna.

W [nsialled handrails on Moda 1,
which s also known as the Unity
module.

system, new Fans, filkers, Are extinguishers,
smoke dietectors and communications gear,
155 Might controllers report that the complex
15 funstioning in excellent condition

See HALSELL, Page T
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StenniSphere opens Memorial Day weekend to excited crowds

hEl - = -

The firsi
riders an

the motlon
simulator at
StenniSphere
were chilidren
Teoen Phme, La.

Cutting the vibbon opening StenniSphere are, fvom lefi: Mare Bonks,
preshbdent of Partners for Stennds; Astronanl Lee Arclambauli; Rear
Adm. Kennelh E. Barbor, Commander, Naval Meteoralogy and
Oreeaneegraply Command; Stennks Space Center Director Roy Estess;
Asiromawt Barbara Morgan; amd Stennds Space Center Deputy
irecior Mark Crakg.

Towrs of Stenmisphere begin al the Missbsippl Welcome
Center on I-10 in Hancock County. Maore than 6,41
vishtors toured StennkSphere in lis Arst week, eomparad
tar 1,752 during tle same week In 1999,

When SitenniSphere officially reopencd May 26,
123 hand-stitched patches donated to NASA by ihe
American Needlepoint Guild were prondly displaved.
Abave, 42 members of the guild were present to witness
iheir handivwork become part of MASA history.

Frsin Lefi, astronaunts Barlara Maorgan and Lee Arelambaunh
present @ commemarative display and pateh Teom STS-88
v by the Space Shutile Endeavor b Steinks Space
Ceter's Public AfTalres Chiel Myron Welsh, Publie AfEkrs
Spectalisi Linda Theobald and Bo Clarke, project engiacer
for wishlor center Fedesign with NASA™ Facllitles Exgincering
Division, Basel o Johison Space Center in Hopston, Morgan
and Archambaull participated in the officlal epening of
StenniSplere.
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New equal opportunity officer strives for
more open communication at Stennis

Adthough she's been al Stennis
Space Cerder for ondy three mohs,
Mlaribym Domsald bovies what she does

“Ii's a Lot of work, but it's very
rewarding,” Donald said. “1t%s an
apportLmity @ apen doors,”

Ag MASA' Egual Opportunity

“We encourage open
comrunication and euliural
unlerstanding,” shi said. Denall
said she emphasizes proactive
mesasures 1o biald understanding
amang diverse peaple, whedher the
differences are hased on ethnicity,

{ifficer al Stennis Space Cener,
Drarsaldd is primsarily i the
commmnicaions and cultueml awareness
husiness. [naddition fo submitding momssros
B} repromts as nequired by WASA
Hizdquarmers and the Equal Employmient
Oppertunity Commission, she must help a
diverse emploves popradation comimunicate
afficiently. As an advisor o the space
cenier s Dhrector and Deputy Director, she
nmist alse commumicate proscstively with her
sUperiers on ways 1o keep Stennis a
winrkplaos where employess value their
differences and disconver thedr similarities,

oecupation, disahility, gender or a

Marilyn Domald 0704 o ather characteristics.

Although she 5 relatively new at
Stennig, Donald has a clear vision of her
goals, First, she plans to serve as an
effective and prosctive advisor for WASA
management on equal opporunity msiters,

Second, she plans 10 “revive”™ the
Asgociation for Culiural Awareness (A4 )
A les representatives of diverse racial,
aducational and cocupational hackermmds
from every agency al Stennis

See DONALD, Page 7

Mir crew’s photos show changes on Earth

Like phote-nmgry tourists, the sstronmes and
cosmEs whe spent time on the Russian
s station Mir ook along camerss and bots
of film oy record their ohservations,

The phategraphs they hase taken are
proniding importam mew insights inte how
matune and Inomsing are changing planet Fanh

Sz o thiese photographs will be
published as part of a new book on the resulis
of Imagery analbysi in such aness as urksan
groavth, El Mifio impaects and changes insea

kvels, conastal vegetation and land vse,

A socond major objectivie was to use the
expierience gaingd during achual space
flight to dewalop approaches and toels for
thex mext generation of Earth ohsereationg
frosm thee Intermsstional Spaece Station

B An on-line database of astrenaut photes
from space is available at these Web sibes:
Ftgp e e rers gy Tnifps e e s
ool e R,

Space artist Pal Rawlings created a special
hivbrld  acrvlictidigital painting  called
“Trial by Fire" for Stennks Space Center in
commmseristation of the May 26 opening of
StennisSphere. Rawlings ls well-kaown
within the space Indwstry for ereating
images based on selentific aml fechnical
themes that appeal (o both  rocked
sclentisis amd everviay dilzens. His
extraterrestrlal “snapshots™ of luiure
ewvistils ghve viewers a sease of “Being there™
as explorers hop from osae wordd o the
tenl wshing the Best techmelogy of the 2154
century. The original painting hangs in
StenniSphere, amld posters are avallahle for
purchase in the Space (dyvssey G Shop.

The NASA Commercial FRenote Sensing Progeam (CHESF) al
Stennds Space Center, the Naval Oceanographic Oiflee (NAV)
anl eompranbes feom the Misskssippl Spece Commerce Initative
(MSCT) parteipated lnoa Commereial Tngery Industry Day held
May 31 ai the Center, The day’s activities were focused on
providieg an opporianity for CIRSP and NAVD e become betier
acquainted with the experiise of the MSCTcompanies. Event
comrilinators incloded, front row feom Left, A5CT Exccutive
Irector Dr. Allan Falooner; MASA'S Anne Peed, AST, Earth
Selences Remole Bensing; George Mason, NAVO, bead of the
Oeanographie Apphied Technlgues Branch; back vow, Seol
Klingenherger, also of the NAVEY, Oeeanographic Applbed
Tewchudgues Branch; Milton Chambliss, MSCL Commercial
Operativns manager; Mark Mick, AST, Technbeal Management
and MWASAS Liadson to MECT and Misshssippl Enterprise for
Techmology Executive Ddrector Gireg Hinkebedn.
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Stennis eyes busy
storm season with
new emergency plan

Ag the 2000 huericane season began June |
with promises of 2 very activie season from the
Mational Oceanographic and Atmespheric
Agency (MOAA)L MASAS John O Stennis
S Center prepamad for stommy weather with
an upitted Emerzency Preparedness Plan

Approred in Movernber, the plan includes a
Huwricane Policy for Stennis, Procedhmes
estahlizhed in the Humcane Pelicy apply fiom
the declaration of a Condition TV alert gl
Stermis is cleared for nommal work operations
The policy can ke found on the Stermis Web site
whsrL e manL oo WIY From thene, click
an Dooument Repository, FOSC Documeis,
FOSC  Safety &  Mission  Assurance
Documents and then Ale name 1-0iA03,

Uinder the maw policy, Conditbon 1Y alerts
Stennis persoima] that the Mational Weather
Service hag issued a waming of destructive
fppce winds expected to reach the Mississippl
Cruldf Cesast in 72 honrs, Personmse] are placed
on a general state of readiness and the Stennis
Emergency Clperations Center svill open on a
limitend hasis

AComditlon T alen modicates destructive
fppce winds amticipated 10 make landfall
within 48 hours, Most storm preparations are
accomplishad within this alert period. The
Emergency Operations Center will b apen,

AoComclitbon I amergeney siomks desnictive
firce winds approaching within 24 hours, Final
CmeTgency [eparations are compleed. &t is
diming Comsclition 1 that the Siennis Emergancy
Director will assess conditions and ke
dicigions regarding emplovee dismissal and sile
clpsure B the som.

A Condditbon 1 goes into effect when only
12 Fonars rermexin before destnoctivie winds are
aapected to make Landfall, Sheliers will be
apened For empdoyess and their dependents,

Clyde  Dease, MASA  Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator al Stennis Space
{enter, said b is paving paricular atlention
to shelier mamagement and special needs
shelters in the early days of what promises to
b an active horricans season,

“We are reviewing the processes amd
procedures o impeove management of our
shelters,” Dease said.

See HUBRRICANES, Page §

Gay Irby helps new acquisition
program at Stennis provide ‘Net’ gains

Ciay Irby is doing her part @0 belp Stenmnis
glay an the cuting edge. The NASA
computer gpecialist has 4 hand in the
development of an [nfermel  scquigition
system that is proving successfil encugh
that government agencies natipnwide are
lpoking ine it.

Ithy is a Stennis representative to the
MASA team that adminigiers the MASA
Acquisition Internet Service (NAIS). The
gysiem  allows MASA 1o conduct
electronic commerce and procurement of
gervice contracts and comumercial ems
that cost 525000 or maore.

MAILS has proven 4 success, oo, In faet,
the program has worked well encugh that
Irby and a coumerpart from MASA'
harshall Space Flight Center in
Humigville, Ala., gave a presentation on
MAIS in Washington, D.C., before a
federal Chief  Information  Officer
sirkshiop,

“The General Services Administration
started booking at our NAIS model,” Irby
said. “They're now forging abead with
what we've done and rolling it out
governmentwide,”

The MAIS system allows documends
that are pari of a coniract selicitation
process o be posted on the Intermet
making part of the process mone efficient
amnd easy to access by businesses
interested in comtracting with BASA,
Iebwy =aid

She added thet efforts are under way to
resolve security comsidarations so MASA
can also receive vemdor hids.

Whibe her work with NATS may mo b
publicly visible, many people at Stennis
are acquainted with anpiber aspect of
Irbw™s work, whedher they kEnow it or not,
In addition 0 working extensively with
MAIS, Irby provides Weh support and
meaintaing the Stennis Intranet site, which
was recently upgraded and redesigned.

“I worked with Milke Wethington from
the himiness management office and
Deputy [irector Mark Craig on the
degign,” ghe said, “It was a team effor o
design it My responsibility now is o

Emplovee
Profile

:f;

bt

Ciay Irby

o i

Irby alen develops and mainiaing Web
gites subordinate o the main Slennis
Intramed site

“[ b if,” she said of her joh,

And she's been loving it for 13 years.
Irbry came to Stennis back in 1987 to work
with the Scikence & Technology
Laboratory. In thet capacity, she provided
[rogramming support for remate sensing
soliare.

When the lab was reorganized in the
garly "90g, Irby began monilering
financial support applications and pext
worked for NASA's Integrated Financial
Management Project. Then she hranched
off inte Web developrment and support in
the: mid 1990s,

A that bed her 1o where she 5 ioday,

“It was through the Web activity that [
got in with the NAIS applications,” she
gaid.

[ adddition 1o her beetic work schedule,
Irbry finds timea for other activities. When
ghe isn't &t Stennis tangled up in her Web
work, she can be found helping her
hshand, Ron, with [thy's Answering
Service, thedr telephone answering service
hazed in Gl fport.

The Long Beach couple also likes o
take o the Mississippi Sound for a litde
brating and fshing. (ray also ieaches
Sunday School al Fisst United Bethodist
Church in Long Beach, where she and her
family atiend,

The ldws have two sons, -year-old
Brant, who will he a senior at the Mississipp
Schoal for Math and Science in Columbis,
ansd Seany 13, whie will be an eighih-grader at
Long Beach Middle Schoeal.
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DREAMTIME ...

(Comtmued from Page 1)

The BASA-Drcaminm: parnership will
also proveidis the ageney with high-definition
telesision capahility that will give BASA
cngineers and sclentists the most detaikd
bk ever at shanthe flighe cperations and at
seientii; experiments condictad oo dhe
shuile and on the Imemational Space Station

Edueation plays a prominent rall
threughout the spreement, Edocational
contert planned in the decumeniaries and
TV brosdeasts will be lnked o
educational modules in the poetal,

“We plan o vividly convey the space
caperience inbo classrooms and living
roonTes across America,’” Bill Foster,
Drearmtime Chairman and  (CEC) gaid
“This parinership intends to explain the
complexities of space noan inderesting,

ameraiming and educationsal way™

DONALD...

[ Continued from Page 33

“A0A i a priomity,” ghe said W will
capitalizs rom feam work among all
apencies an site and keep a finger on the
pualse of the space cender,”

The ALA will plan various cultural
activities, including “International Festival
20007 in Chetpher, that will be hath
entertaining and ediscational,

Dhomsald & extremaly commitied (o
strengthening the MASA Scholars program
amd oeher stodent prosrams designed o
devedop a pood of qualified minanties,
fermsales, and persons with disahilities for the
fintume MASA Wirkforce.

Fireally, Monald will finalize and
implement the Stennis Allemative Dispute
Resolution (AR process, which allows
resolution of disputes at the earliest stage and
at the lovwest kvl pissihle

HALSELL ...

(Comtimued rom Page 3)

The station is orhiting at an altinede of
about 235 statute miles, awalting the amval
af T mext compenent, the Russian Service
Muodule £verda, which is schedubed to he
launched on a modified Proton rocked from
ihe Baikomr Cosmodroms in Kazkhstan
in July,

The [55 will autematically rendervous
amd dock with Svezda about two weeks after

thex mew machale is placed in arhit,

Adlantis will nowy e precessed For the
next shuttle ight in early Sepiember to
returm to the Intemational Space Station with
anather crew for the outfitting amd supply of
thex mewly areived service madule, Vederan
Comumsander Terry Wilcwtt will Jead theai
flight, STS-10%.

The STS-101 astronauis spent Mamaoral
Dry relaxing with their Gunilies in Flonda
hifare returning o Houston on hme 1 fra
weleoming ceremony at Ellmgton Field near
Johnsen Space Center,

Kathy Ladner of OXN1-Cuaba,
L, talks with Mary Jane
MeKee at Old Timwers" Day
2 Mekoes wis the sixth
persea hired on the NASA shte,
Inset Bebow, this vear®s aprois
femtured a trilsute to Jim
MeArthur, hsngtinme Cd
Thrmwers” cood and Cebemd, wlse
el of cancer in 1999

E550) Chief Dr. Hichard Miller, lefi,
wirks with posi-doctoral siudent Yuan
Jinchun, rght, and a crew mwmiber in
preparing the bo-optics package [or
underwater data aallating.

SUCCESSFUL ...

{Comtimued from Page 3)

Miller, ESS0) co-ap student Callie Hall and
past=doctoea] Rellow Yian Jinchon, utlized
ihe Stennis-engimeered hio-optics package
for underwater sampling, a5 well as above
water sampling with a spectroradicmeter
that maagures poean color,

A principle elemen in the project’s
successiinl guteome, Miller gaid, wag real-
time imagery from the Sea-Viewing Wids
Field-of-Wiew Sensor (SeaWiFs) satellite
supplied toe the ship from BNASAS (rsddard
Space Flight Center in CGreenbelt, Mbd

“Each day we received SeaWiFs data
shiot the previmes day for our wark,"” Miller
said, It allovased us to gpecifically foous an
ihe Moy of the river plome., 1 was a
tremendeus advantage””

The infremation gathered from the suney
will servi a5 a guide in desiening a nmsch
larger scalbe progem o address the complexity
it analysis of river plums evironments. The
cridge was the first of two sehedubed under
ihe OMR grant to Tulane,
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Chemical
hazards lurk in
aerospace

Administrator's Message

The serespacs sty is known for having

an extremely complex chemical emvironiment,

Demand For decreasing prodisct
development flosaw time, combined with
increasingly stingent perfonmsance criters,
may case an imbalance hatween
perfrmance festing and environmenial
health tesgting, While a produict may have
heen parformance tested amd approsed,
users may know Liftke about itz health and
amvarsnmental impact

MASA"S inventory inchdes about 17,000
chemical products, including composites,
mietals, orpanic compoinds, plastics,
fibrogendc dusts, amd lenign dists. We have
ane of the mast chemically complax
workplaces i the world,

O of our higpest challenges is the
carly identification of polential material
substitutions, The geal & o replace a
haardous material with & nomoxic or less
toxic one. The seientific and research
comminities help us identify potentially
harardous siluations, and chermical safiety
capeTts assist us in identifying appropriate
anginegering comepls and protective
MEARUNSS,

QUICK LOOK

B An oa-line smaking cessatlon
pregram is now affensd by the
Stenmis Oecupational Health
Services. For details, contact Tim
Danohos at Ext. 300% or by e-mail
at tmothy.donchae Gisse nasa gov,
ar call Scott Burks at Ext. 3950

B A MASA Alomnl Meeting will be
held July 14 at 230 po in the
Derector’s Conference Boom,
Busildimg 1100, Rebhert Brsce will be
thea speaker. For more mfnmstion,
call NASA Stennis Space Center
Alumni at (228) 467-T1L3,

B Applicatbons for the 20000 Gull
CGuardban Award, spomsored by the
pannership of the Gulf of Mexico
Program o recogizs envirommenial
excellence in the five Gulf Coast
states, are now available on line at
ke oy, Those whae dio not
have aocess o the Inbemet may call
(228} pBH-1159 for detalls. The
disadline for submitting applications
is Chet. 2.

W Plans to create a 1125, Milltary
Veterans Organdeation a1 Stennis are
under way, For mfommation, comac
Lz Cumy af Ext, 36007

HURRICANES...

(Comtinued from Page &)

Spevial emphasis will be placed on funher
development of shellers for employees with
special phasical and medical needs,

Dease said that comrent warm waters in
ihe Gulf amd continuing weather patiems
spawned by El Nino and La Nina are
confucive 1o strong sterm systems this
yir,

Om lae 7, D, William Giray of the
Dgpariment of Atmospheric Science at
Colorade  State  University updated his
forecast for the 2000 hurricans seaspn o
inchile 12 named storms, edght hurmcanes
and four ingense naricanes.

Ciray predicts a 40 pereent chanee of one
o more major humicangs coomring along
Coudl Coast from the Florida Panhandle
wesiward to Brownsville, Texas.

The weather data buoys of the Mational
Dt Buoy Center (MDBC will rack all this
acbivity, sakd Dave Gillhousen, medearologist
with MDBC an Stennis.

“Cur bhueys  determine the mading of
maximm winds," Cilhousen said,

MDBC hosts a popular Web sie that
fizatures real time mnformation from weather
Punorys, fonmad sty sl Hogse, gos.

“We average 2 million hits & month on that
Wigh gite,” Giilhousen said,

In hurricane seasen, activity on the
MR gite increages to ahond 300000 hils a
diay, he said.

LAGNIAPPE

Lagmicepipee i publishend monthly by the Jobn
C. Stennis  Space  Center,  National
Fatess i the cemter director, Myron Wihb i
the public aftairs chief, and Lasee Cooksey is
shioulkd] be Forwanded Lo the Lagmiappse Cdfice,
Buikling 1200, Room 2R, Stennis Space
Center, MS Y0520, ar call (228) 6B8-2313,
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